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CLAIMS 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Carlson, Jr. et al. (US 5676566). 

Regarding claim 5, Carlson shows a cable trough (10) comprising: 
A bottom portion (24'); 

Two upstanding sides (areas of 16-19 above 24) extending from the bottom portion (24') 
to define a cable pathway; 

First and second ends (six receptacles 34) and a central portion (44); 

A component support flange (95, 81) extending from one of the upstanding sides (16- 

19); 

An optical fiber cable component (col. 7, lines 56-59) mounted to the component 
support flange (95). 

Regarding claim 8, Carlson shows a cable trough (10) comprising: 
A bottom portion (24'); 
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Two upstanding sides (areas of 16-19 above 24) extending from the bottom portion (24') 
to define a cable pathway; 

First and second ends (six receptacles 34) and a central portion (44); 

Component support means (95) positioned within the pathway for holding an optical 

fiber component (col. 7, lines 56-59). 

Regarding claim 10, Carlson shows a cable trough (10) comprising: 
A bottom portion (24'); 

Two upstanding sides (areas of 16-19 above 24) extending from the bottom portion (24') 
to define a cable pathway; 

A component support holder (95) positioned in the cable pathway and extending 
transversely to the cable pathway; 

A plurality of cable components (col. 7, lines 56-59) mounted to the component support 
holder (95), wherein the cable components (col. 7, lines 56-59) are selected from a 
group consisting of connectors, adapters, splitters/combiners, attenuators, splicings, 
switches, wave division multiplexers, and amplifiers, the cable components (col. 7, lines 
56-59, see also 95) defining an array transversely to the cable pathway. 

Regarding claims 6-7, and 9, Carlson shows: 

the cable components (col. 7, lines 56-59) are selected from a group consisting of 
connectors, adapters, splitters/combiners, attenuators, splicings, switches, wave 
division multiplexers, and amplifiers; 
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the component support flange (95, 81 ) extends inwardly from one of the upstanding 
sides in a direction toward the other side (17, 19). 

Regarding claim 1, Carlson shows a cable trough (10) comprising: 
A bottom portion (24'); 

Two upstanding sides (areas of 16-19 above 24) extending from the bottom portion (24*) 
to define a cable pathway; 

First and second ends (six receptacles 34) and a central portion (44), the upstanding 
side walls (17, 19) spaced further apart from each other in the central portion (44) than 
on each end (16, 18) to define an enlarged central portion of the cable trough; 
The enlarged central portion (44) including a downwardly extending exit trough portion 
(see 44) through the bottom portion (24'); 

Two upstanding separator walls (59) extending upwardly from the bottom portion (24'), 
each separator wall (59) positioned on opposite sides of the central exit (44), each 
separator wall (59) laterally spaced from the respective sides to each define a cable 
bypass pathway between the first and second ends (six receptacles 34). 

Regarding claim 4, Carlson shows a cable trough (10) comprising: 
A bottom portion (24'); 

Two upstanding sides (areas of 16-19 above 24) extending from the bottom portion (24') 
to define a cable pathway; 
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First and second ends (six receptacles 34) and a central portion (44), the upstanding 
side walls (17, 19) spaced further apart from each other in the central portion (44) than 
on each end (16, 18) to define an enlarged central portion of the cable trough; 
The enlarged central portion (44) including two downwardly extending exit trough 
portion (see 44) through the bottom portion (24'); 

Two upstanding separator walls (59) extending upwardly from the bottom portion (24'), 
each separator wall (59) positioned on opposite sides of the central exit (44), each 
separator wall (59) laterally spaced from the respective sides to each define a cable 
bypass pathway between the first and second ends (six receptacles 34). 

Regarding claims 2-3, Carlson shows: 

At least one upwardly extending cable storage wall (52, 53) adjacent to the exit trough 
portion (44) defining a cable storage pathway between the cable storage wall (52, 53) 
and the at least one of the separator walls (59); 

A component support flange (95, 81) extends inwardly from one of the upstanding sides 
in a direction toward the other side (17, 19). 

An optical fiber cable component (col. 7, lines 56-59) mounted to the component 
support flange (95). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack Chiang whose telephone number is 703-305-4728. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 8:00 to 6:30. 



Application/Control Number: 09/904,280 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2642 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar, can be reached on 703-305-4731. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 



Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) 




